LESSON 4:
Growing with God's Family

LESSON OBJECTIVES:

o To guide new believers to learn more about God’s family and their part
in it:
= God’s family can be found throughout the world.
= God’s family members care for and help each other.
= God’s family has a job and purpose in the world.

« To offer continued assurance of salvation and reinforcement of their
understanding of this new life with Jesus in God’s family.

o To discuss some practical ways to begin to find and connect with people
in God’s family.

KEY VERSES:
JOHN 13:34-35 NIV — “A new command | give you: Love one another. As |
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
HEBREWS 10:25 NIV — “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another.”

INTRODUCTION FOR LEADERS

We belong. We are not alone. This is the great news of today’s lesson. As
you review scriptures about God’s family, you get to encourage children in their
understanding of the Church (God’s family) as a great place to grow in love together.

Lesson Overview

Welcome, Introduction & Review (10-20 minutes)
Welcome (Review, Families Discussion)
Prayer

Seripture, Background & Discussion (20-30 minutes)
God’s Fam|ly Is Big (Scripture & Discussion)
You Are Not Alone (Scripture & Discussion)
What Does God’s Family Do? (Scripture & Discussion)
Many Parts, One Job (Brick Activity)

Bible Story & Discussion (10-20 minutes)
A Bible Story (Believers Pray for Peter, Discussion)

Response & Application Options (20-30 minutes)
Lovmg ‘One Another (Scripture Activity)
Something to Do (Journals, Questions, Prayer)

TOTAL TIME: 60-90 minutes

FRST STEPS

OF FOLLOW-UP

Leader’s Guide

Materials Needed

BASIC SUPPLIES:
(best for settings with non-
readers and limited supplies)
el_esson Outline for
Lesson 4
oA copy of Your New Life
with Jesus Lesson 4
student booklet for leader
reference
eBible for leader
eAn erasable board and
writing supplies OR
paper and pen/pencil
eFamily photo
¢Globe or world map
(optional)

ADDITIONAL

SUPPLY OPTIONS:

(for settings with students
who can read/write and where
supplies are more readily
available)

oA copy of Your New Life
with Jesus Lesson 4
student booklet for each
student

oA Bible or New
Testament/Psalms for
each student (easy-to-
read for children)

eBlank paper or
notebooks for journals for
each student

ePens or pencils for each
student
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LESSON t: Growing with God's Family FRST STEPS OF FOLLOW-UP

Welcome, Introduction & Review

Welcome (Welcome, Review, Introduction to Lesson)
Materials: Your New Life with Jesus student booklet, Lesson 4 (optional)
Pens or pencils for each (optional)
A picture of your own family (optional)
© FRIENDSHIP & CONVERSATION
=  Warmly welcome students. Tell them you are glad they have come. Help them to
feel at ease. Introduce children to each other if they have not met.
= Ask children about their week. Have you spent time learning God’s Word this
week? Discuss and share a lesson you (the teacher) might have learned. Did
anyone learn an important lesson to obey?
= Did students write or draw in their journals? Talk about what they have been
thinking. If possible, share an example of God working in your own life.
= Do students have questions about Jesus, prayer or God’s Word? Talk about
simple questions. Write others down and plan to discuss them later.

¥ DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

= What is your family like? Enjoy listening to students’ answers and getting
acquainted with their families and regular family life.

= Remind students that since they believed in Jesus Christ to be their Savior, they
have also become part of a new forever family: God’s family.

= In this lesson, we will learn about how important this family is for helping us
grow, and for helping the world to know Jesus.

¥ PRAYER

= Open with a simple prayer. Ask God to give your students understanding about
their friendship with Jesus and the importance of God’s family in growing their
relationship with him.

(10-20 minutes)

e BOOKLET OPTION
Growing Wite = If booklets are available, invite children to draw pictures of their families. Discuss
4 Gon’s Famiy families together. Enjoy learning about their lives.
= All lessons are designed to be presented with or without student booklets.
Wow Is Your Lire wrrw Jesus? = Teachers may find it helpful to have a copy of the booklet as a reference while
S e o s G leading children through the discussion, even if students do not have booklets.
— = If using booklets, continue to refer to lesson plans for additional notes,
o D e comments, scriptures and questions for students to consider.

abo
u grow in your life with Jesus.
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FRST STEPS OF FOLLOW-UP

Seripture, Background & Discugsion

(20-30 minutes)

God’s Family Is Big (Scripture & Discussion)
Materials: Bible for leader (and for every reading student, if available)
Globe or world map (optional)

BIBLE LOOK-UP

=  How do we know we are in God’s family? God’s Word tells us that this is what
happens when we believe in Jesus.

= Read John 1:12. When we believe in Jesus, we become children of God, along
with all others who believe in Jesus.

© FRIENDSHIP & CONVERSATION

=  How many other people believe in Jesus around the world? A lot! About
one-third of all the people who live on earth say they are part of this family. This
means they believe in Jesus as their Savior.

= If a globe or world map is available, show it to children. Together, find the
location in which you live. Notice all the other nations on the earth. Most of them
have at least a few people who know and love Jesus. (If a globe or map is not
available, simply think of the names of different nations.)

= Teach children that even though many people believe in Jesus, many more do
NOT know about Jesus yet (about two-thirds of the world). Invite children to hold
up all fingers of both hands. Fold down three fingers. This is about how many
people believe in Jesus. The rest (still standing) are the ones who DO NOT
know Jesus. Which group has more people? Those who do not believe.

= What does God want his family to do about all these people who do not
know him? Tell them! We will talk about it more together.

You Are Not Alone (Scripture & Discussion)
Materials: Bible for leader (and for every reading student, if available)
L] BIBLE LOOK-UP
= With all these people who believe in Jesus, we know that we are not alone.
There are many other words used to describe God’s family. All of them help us
realize that we are not alone.
= Look up these scriptures. Ask children to tell you which words in each verse help
us to know we are not alone.
Romans 12:4-5 — God’s family is like a body; there are many parts; we
belong to each other.
1 Peter 2:5 and Ephesians 2:22 — God’s family is also like a building of
“living stones” (not real bricks — just imaginary). We are being built
together as a place where God lives.

© FRIENDSHIP & CONVERSATION
=  There are many other words used to describe God’s family. All of the
descriptions help us to know that God’s family is a group of people who grow in ...
.. love for God.
.. love for each other.
.. love for others around us (near and far).
= In what ways will it help you to know you are not alone? How can this help
you grow in your life with Jesus?

LESSON L: Growing with God's Family

G Gon’s Famiy Is Bic

7 God's Word tells us that

l BOOKLET OPTION
If using booklets,
students may read the
scripture on page 4-2
and consider their place
on the globe.

G> You Are Not ALone

The Bible uses many other words to describe God's family. Al of
them help us to realize we are not alone.

__—~_ We Age Like a Buiowe:
You also, like living stones, are being bt
in

' BOOKLET OPTION
If using booklets,
students may read the
scriptures and circle
answers on page 4-3.
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LESSON t: Growing with God's Family FRST STEPS OF FOLLOW-UP

G Wt Does Goo’s Famiy Bo?

Tuey Meer Tocerwer

Tuer Worsie
Goo Togerwer

Matthew 5:16 NIV

P Y—

. BOOKLET OPTION
If using booklets,
students may read
these scriptures on
page 4-4.

G> Many Parts, One Jos

part (th Church (another
e or

Jesus wants his vuowe.ul\p ople about
him. What a gre:

' BOOKLET OPTION
If using booklets,
students may follow
these activities with a

Bible, using page 4-5.
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What Does God’s Family Do? (scripture & Discussion)
Materials: Bible for leader (and for every reading student, if available)
L BIBLE LOOK-UP
=  God’s Word helps us to understand even more about what God’s family does
together (both near and far):

« Hebrews 10:25 — They meet together. Often believers meet in churches.
Some churches are fancy. Some churches are in people’s homes or other
meeting places. Some churches are small. Some churches are big. The most
important thing is that people who love Jesus gather together to encourage
each other.

e Acts 2:42 — They learn together. Believers study God’s Word. They share
with each other, they share meals with each other, and they pray together.

« Ephesians 5:19 — They worship God together. They read psalms together
(poems of worship from God’s Word). They sing songs that worship Jesus.

« John 13:35 - They love each other. As non-believers watch God’s family
love each other, they will notice the difference. They will see that Jesus’ love is
in his people.

« Matthew 5:16 — They shine Jesus to the world. Whether alone or together,
people in God’s family are the only ones who have the job of shining the love
and truth about Jesus to the world.

C¥DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

= What will you enjoy most about God’s family?

= How will you find and meet with people in God’s family? Is there a children’s
meeting or a church or a Sunday school nearby? Can you attend? What
other help will you need to meet with God’s family?

Many Parts, One Job (Brick Activity)
Materials: Bible for leader (or for every reading student, if available)
Erasable board or large paper and writing utensils

© FRIENDSHIP & CONVERSATION

=  When we trust in Christ, we become part of the Church. (This is not a building in
our neighborhood; it is another name for God’s big family.) We are not following
Jesus all on our own. We are part of a family that is MUCH BIGGER than
ourselves or any local group we might meet with.

. WRITING/RESPONSE

= On the erasable board or paper, draw a simple building with many bricks.

= Teach that people who are up in heaven, like the Apostle Paul, are part of the
Church. Invite a student to write Paul’'s name in a brick. One by one, add the
names of some other New Testament Christians.

= Finally, invite students to write their own names in the bricks.

= Leave some blank. Why? Because there are many who have yet to trust in Jesus
as their Savior all around the world. The building (God’s family) is not complete
yet There is room for millions more.

L BIBLE LOOK-UP

= Who will tell them about him? Read what Jesus had to say to his followers
about this. Read Mark 16:15. Jesus tells his followers to go into all the world and
preach the good news to ... whom? To everyone.

= Can you think of a person you know who does not know Jesus yet?
Remember these names to pray for them later.



FRST STEPS OF FOLLOW-UP

Bible Story & Discussion

(10-20 minutes)

A Bible Story (Believers pray for Peter; Acts 12:5-16)

Materials: Bible for leader (or for every reading student, if available)

BIBLE READING

Read the story aloud from the Bible (an easy-to-understand version, if possible).
Then discuss the story and questions together.

As you read and discuss the story, children will also begin to notice how you find
a passage of scripture, read it (without reading the numbers), think about it, and
consider lessons from it for our lives.

Especially notice the things God’s people did together: met together, prayed
together, and loved each other. Peter’s troubles all happened because he was
preaching the gospel in Jerusalem.

The Church was brand new.

o Jesus had taught his disciples for several years. He died, rose again, and
returned to heaven to rule with God.

« He left his twelve disciples in charge. Peter was one of these disciples.

« The disciples preached about Jesus wherever they could. They prayed for
people who were sick, and God healed them. They worked together with
other believers. It was an amazing time of love and growth in God’s family.

Many people did not like Jesus or his followers.

o The leaders in Jerusalem did not like what Peter and others preached about
Jesus. They treated Jesus’ followers as enemies.

o They did many things to try to stop God’s people. They hurt many. They
even killed some.

o Peter was arrested and put in prison. He was expecting to die.

. The Church (believers) prayed.

o They gathered together at Mary’s home and prayed.

e They prayed hard.

o They had great love for Peter and wanted him to be released.

God answered their prayer with a miracle.

e An angel came to Peter in the night. Peter thought he was having a dream.

o The angel told Peter to get dressed. He led him past the guards, through the
iron gate to the city and out onto the street.

5. Peter finds the believers.

e He knocked on the door. Rhoda, a servant, answered the door.
o She recognized Peter. She was so excited, she forgot to let him in. She ran
to tell the others.
o Finally, they let Peter in. They were amazed.
« What did God do as the believers prayed?
« In what ways did the believers help each other?
o What else do you learn about God’s family?

LESSON L: Growing with God's Family

G~ A BisLe Story

Beuevers Pray For PeTer
of s

p
* What do you learn about God's family?

R Y—

BOOKLET OPTION

=  |f using booklets,
students may read
the Bible story and
consider discussion
questions on page 4-6.
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LESSON 4: Growing with God's Family

G~ Loving One AnoTuer

ers, love
1 Peter 1:22 NIV

Where an:
family to practice loving one

d when will YOU meet with God's
another?

' BOOKLET OPTION
If using booklets,
children may use page
4-7 to review these
scriptures.

G~ Somermng To Bo...

ing with other people
ur visit, write down or

AsnYanuﬁsmus

Do you have more questions about your new life with Jest

G d's frm\y ‘Write your questions here or in your jo urnaV Ask
nother person in God's family to help you find answers.
?

?

Take Tive 10 Pray

Talk to God anywhere. Ask for his help to find a group of God's

family to meet and grow with. Ask for his help to get good friends
s

' BOOKLET OPTION
If using booklets, work
through these final
activities on page
4-8.

page Pii

FRST STEPS OF FOLLOW-UP

Regponge & Application Activities

(20-30 minutes)

Loving One Another (scripture Activity)

Materials: Bible for teacher (or each reading student, if available)
Erasable board or large paper and something to write with

2?DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

One of the main jobs God gives to people in his family is to love one another.
This is a big job. It is also wonderful.
Together, read the Bible verses below. After reading each, find the words that tell
how God wants his people to treat each other. If an erasable board or paper is
available, list these words as you find them.
Galatians 5:13 — Serve one another in love.
Ephesians 4:32 — Be kind and tender to one another; forgive each other.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 — Encourage each other; build each other up.
1 Peter 1:22 — Love each other deeply, from the heart.
James 5:16 — Admit to one another that you have sinned; pray for one another.
Romans 12:10 — Be devoted to one another; honor others more than
yourselves.
What will you enjoy most about God’s family?
Where can you meet together with other people from God’s family?

Something to Do: (Journal, Questions, Prayer)

Materials: Blank notebook or tablet of paper for each (optional)
Pens or pencils

. WRITING/RESPONSE

Invite children to work in their notebooks or journals, if they have them. If
possible, encourage them to visit a church or children’s meeting with other
people who follow Jesus. Ask them to write down what they saw and learned
there.

Invite children to write other questions. Consider any questions they may be
asking this week. Help them find answers.

¥ PRAYER

Remind children they can talk to God anytime, anywhere, about anything.

Is there something we can pray about together? Pray for students to find a
place to meet with God’s family so they can grow in love for each other, for God,
and for the world.

Do you know someone who does not know Jesus? Pray together for these
people to come to know him as their Savior — to be added to God’s family.

© FRIENDSHIP & CLOSING

As children prepare to leave, remind them about important words Jesus told his
disciples about their friendships with one another. Read John 13:34-35. God’s
family is known by its love for each other. Enjoy giving love to others. Enjoy
receiving it, too.



