Child Faith Map

[bookmark: _GoBack]Materials Needed:
· 12x15 tarp with circles drawn.
· Post-it notes in 6 different colours.
· Large JESUS circle.
· 6 sphere triangles.
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Child Faith Map—Day 1
God’s Heart for Children

Read Mark 10:13-16 aloud and imagine the scene as the children come to Jesus.  

It is key that we remember that children are not the centre of the faith journey but that Jesus is!  He said, “Let the little children come to ME!”

As we reflect together on a child’s journey of faith, we need to make sure that we keep Jesus at the centre.  Everything else must grow out of this focus.

To truly understand ministry to children, we need to understand God’s heart for children and Jesus came to show us God.  He was the representation of God to us.

Yellow Post-It Notes (multiple for each)
*What is God’s heart for children?  How does He view children?
Have individuals brainstorm ideas on post-it notes.  Gather by table and share thoughts with one another.  Place post-it notes in the circle around Jesus.

When we look at this picture, we see God’s heart for every child.  Children are loved by God, created by God, valued by God and so on.

This is God’s heart when He looks at our children.  We need to pray together that God’s heart for children that shone through Jesus will also shine through us.

Pray together that we would share the heart of the Father for His children!




Child Faith Map—Day 2
Day 2—A Child’s World

Yesterday, we reflected on Jesus as the centre of a child’s faith journey and God’s heart for children.

Today, let’s think more about children.

Purple Post-It Notes (1x each)
*What do children enjoy doing?
Have individuals draw a picture of something that children enjoy doing.  When finished picture, stand up and shout out the activity then place the picture around the outside edge of the next circle.

There are so many things that children enjoy doing.  Each of these things are a part of their world.  If we are to reach them, we need to understand what things attract them and how we can connect with them.

While there are many wonderful things in the lives of children, there are also many things which are troubling in the lives of children.

Blue Post-It Notes (2x each)
*What are troubling things in the lives of children around the world?
In groups of two, write down four things that you see as dangerous to children.  Move to another group of 2 and share thoughts with each other.  Add blue post-it notes to the outside of the purple circle.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23—“I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might reach some.”

Review…
Jesus is the centre of the faith journey.
God’s love and care for children.
The many wonderful things that are part of a child’s world.
The troubling things that are also part of a child’s world.  

BUT God says that we are to reach EVERY child.  Paul understood what it meant to reach a group of people.  He knew that he had to understand their world in order to reach them.  He had to understand the things they loved and also the pressures they were facing.

When we really consider the world of children, we may need to step outside of our comfort zones in order to reach them.  It may take a sacrifice of time and comfort but we need to be asking ourselves, “How can we reach EVERY child in this community?”  If we are serious about making a connection between the love of God and the life of a child, we need to be asking the hard questions about context.





Child Faith Map—Day 3
God’s Work in a Child

Read aloud Colossian 2:6-7—“…continue in Him, rooted and built up….”

One of the questions we have been asking in 1for50 is “What does it mean to have a faith that lasts?”  What does it look like to have a child who is growing in faith and being discipled?  What are evidences that the Holy Spirit is at work in the life of a child?

Orange Post-It Notes (multiple copies)
*How do we know that the Holy Spirit is working in the life of a child? What is the evidence?
Work as a group to fill post it notes with thoughts.  Select the top five thoughts to share with the group.  Review responses and point out common themes.  
Place orange post-it notes in the inside circle between God’s heart for children and the child’s world.

Pray asking God to do His work in the lives of our children.




Child Faith Map—Day 4
God’s People in Society

Review:
· Jesus is in the centre of everything we do.  Children are important but they are not the centre.
· The first two rows show a child’s relationship with God—How God sees a child and how a child shows God’s work.
· The next two rows show the context of a child—both things that bring joy and things that bring sorrow.

Today, we will move broader as we look at how God’s people pass on faith from one generation to another.

Read Psalm 78 aloud.  It is a picture of the journey of faith, how God’s people have passed on their faith from one generation to another.
Read v4 again.  It is a forceful declaration:
We will not hide the Word of God from our children.
We will tell them how God is at work in and around us.

We have looked at God and His children.  Today, we will look at His people and how God desires children to encounter Him.

When we think about people that impact children, who are they?  Who are those who can help children move towards God?  We often think of the church and the family as influencers of children, but God has placed His people in every sphere of society.  God’s people are also in:

· Education—There are many Christian teachers ministering in public schools, preschools, private schools etc.
· Government—There are those in positions of power who have a heart for children and can influence policy for their good.
· Health care—There are believers who serve the physical needs of children in communities.
· Media—There are those who write or create music or film that can impact children for Christ.
· Economy—There are business people who may be able to support ministry to children, micro-business, donate supplies or materials or just be present in society as people of integrity and truth.

These seven ‘spheres’ form the basis of any society or culture and Christians who are involved in each sphere have opportunities to move children towards Jesus.

Green Post-It Notes (multiple copies)
*Who are people who are helping children move towards Jesus in each of these spheres?  Who are the people who are influencing children in our society for good?
Write titles or positions on individual post-it notes.  Place notes near the sphere in which these people are working.

There are people in all walks of life who influence our children and we need to invite them to be part of what God is doing.  They have a place to play in helping children grow wholistically.  We need to challenge these individuals to be and to continue to be part of bringing children to experience the wholeness that is found in Jesus.

Pray thanking God for the people He has placed in all parts of culture.  Pray that they will understand the significance of the role they can play.




Child Faith Map—Day 5
God’s People in the Church

Earlier, we talked about the body of Christ and how EVERY part of the body of Christ can influence children for good.  Our final circle will look at programmes and activities.  We need to remember, however, that programmes and activities by themselves do not disciple children—people do that as they come alongside children to help them find and follow Jesus.  But there is still a key place for programmes and activities—they are tools, the open doors that can help to start children on a faith journey.

Blue Post-It Notes (multiple copies)
*What are some of the best models of children’s ministry you have seen?
Discuss as groups and write ideas on post-it notes.  Ask groups to share their ideas of creative and innovative ways that God’s people are reaching out to children.  Have participants place blue post-it notes around the outer rim of the circle and then stay, standing around the circle.


As we look at a child’s journey of faith, the programmes we do support the body of Christ.  The mosaic is a picture of discipleship—all of us in the body of Christ have something to offer and we need to be asking what part God wants us to play in this big picture.

Pray asking God for wisdom to know how best to reach and disciple children.


Final Session—Personal Commitment

Coming to our final session, we need to consider the part that God might be asking us to play personally in this faith journey of children.

Remaining Post-It Notes (x1 each)
*Write a short prayer of response and commitment to God as you consider the faith journey of a child.  
Allow some space and time for participants to quietly consider their individual response and write prayers.  Individually place notes in the centre of the circle where Jesus is.

Read John 15:__ —without Him we can do nothing.

We started with Jesus and we come back to Jesus.  We cannot do ANYTHNG at all without His power.  If we want to reach and disciple EVERY child, everything we have spoken of must be given back to Jesus.

Have participants take all the post-it notes from the entire circle and move them to the centre where Jesus is.

Invite participants to stretch their hands out towards the circle and to pray for our children and to voice the commitment we have written to God.
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