THE NEXT GENERATION

REACH  DISCIPLE  EMPOWER


History of 1for50 in the Philippines

[bookmark: _GoBack]SEEDS: God began preparing the soil for the 1for50 movement to take root in the Philippines since 2012.  Children’s leaders from the Philippines attended the 1for50 Global retreat in Thailand in 2012 and Bangkok in 2013. The seeds planted at that 2013 retreat began the transformation of vision and mindset, making a difference in participants’ individual ministries.
BREAKING SOIL: The beginnings of 1for50 movement for the Philippines began at the 1for50 Global retreat in Chiang Mai in 2016. At that retreat, new and returning representatives came together for the first time. Vision and tools were presented to help them form a ‘Dream Team’. As the Philippine delegates evaluated, confessed neglect, discussed, dreamed and prayed together, God moved in a powerful way, giving them unity, desire, and commitment to work together to make a difference in the Philippines. Besides committing to pray and work together, they agreed to work toward a 1for50 Leaders of Children Conference for Metro Manila for the following May 2017. 
SPROUTING: Within a month of returning to the Philippines they formed a 1for50 Philippines Facebook group to keep in touch, share ideas, and communicate upcoming events. They invited others in the Philippines who had already attended some type of 1for50 training, course, or event. The goal was to gather alumni to help them dream, pray, and be a part of what God wanted to do in the Philippines. Within that same month of June 2016, the Chiang Mai participants met for reunion and discussion for the future. They decided to host a gathering for 1for50 alumni and those interested in 1for50 in August. Other 1for50 alumni joined the Dream Team and they formed a committee for the May 2017 Conference.
For the 9 months following, the team met monthly to plan and pray for the May 2017 1for50 Leaders of Children conference. Their goals were to help leaders of children, within church and beyond, to be refreshed in their vision and passion for children, to better equip them to reach and disciple the next generation, and to begin networking with other leaders of children in the Philippines. Through these months, God strengthened and shaped the Dream Team, using their varied gifts, passions, and resources toward the goal of helping others embrace more fully Jesus’ heart for children. Together, they saw God answer prayers for wisdom, provision, and strength to persevere, as all were very busy with other primary ministry responsibilities.
The conference preparation strengthened and united the Dream Team. The conference itself propelled the 1for50 vision and dream to more ministries and regions than they dreamed. The participants came not only from Metro Manila but also from key regions to the north and from the southern Philippines regions of Visayas and Mindanao. Various church denominations and children’s organizations were represented. Participants left excited about what they learned and desired to pass it on to their churches and co-workers.
MORE SPROUTING: Since the May conference the team has heard reports of 1for50 vision and training being presented in part or full in churches and organizations. Some began dreaming and planning for training/ conferences to be held in their regions. One is planned for the southern Philippines for April 2018.
STRENGTHENINGS: Two Trainings of Trainers (TOTs) have been held in Metro Manila since May 2017 which gave trainers the tools to hold their own trainings effectively. During the first TOT, two very experienced CEF workers, new to 1for50, caught the vision and begin incorporating 1for50 materials into their training of teachers. God has been using them greatly in the northern part of the Philippines. They remain a great encouragement to the Dream Team. Though the TOTs have had only a small number in attendance, God raised up key people to influence their regions and organizations.
The Dream Team continues to consist of those who dreamed and planned for the May 2017 conference. They continue to meet and pray what the next steps are for the Philippines. At present, they seek to train through regional conferences and denominational conferences, and every 2-3yrs hold a national conference. In the meantime, they seek to incorporate the 1for50 vision and trainings in their individual ministries, and at times partnering with one another to hold training for their organizations/denominations. They keep in contact with their trainees via the Facebook group and page, to share news of what God is doing, upcoming events and trainings. 
TOIL, SOWING, REAPING: Perhaps one of the key challenges as a Dream Team is staying involved in the 1for50 movement alongside other primary ministry responsibilities. Taking the time to travel across Metro Manila in hours of traffic, and time away from busy ministry otherwise, takes commitment. It is God who has given us the vision and passion leaders of children be inspired, encouraged, and aligned with God’s heart for children. It is God who has given us the joy of working together to see every child, in every community, all around the world, to have someone help them know and follow Jesus for a lifetime. We dreamed, planned, prayed and obeyed, and saw and continue to see, God’s movement in aligning hearts to His heart for children in the Philippines and beyond.
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